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Health Department Reports Case of Measles in the City of Pittsburgh 
 

PITTSBURGH – The Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) is reporting the first case of 
measles in 2019 in an adult county resident. The individual, who is not vaccinated, recently traveled 
internationally. This case is not linked to any ongoing measles outbreak in the U.S. The resident was 
treated and discharged from UPMC Shadyside emergency room on Monday, April 29, 2019, and is 
currently recovering at home. UPMC is notifying and evaluating patients and staff who may have come 
in contact with the individual. 
 
The individual was potentially contagious starting on Thursday, April 25, 2019, and potential exposures 
may have occurred at the following locations and times: 

• Giant Eagle Market District (5550 Centre Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15232) 
o Friday, April 26, 2019: 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
o Sunday, April 28, 2019: 2:45 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

 

• ALDI (5631 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15206) 
o Friday, April 26, 2019: 6:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 

 
Because that individual has potentially exposed others, the Health Department is urging anyone who is 
susceptible to measles or who may have been in the same locations during the indicated times who 
becomes ill with symptoms of measles to contact their primary care provider immediately. If a person 
has been exposed, symptoms would be seen between now and May 20. 
 
Measles is a highly contagious but vaccine-preventable disease that spreads through coughing, 
sneezing or other contact with the mucus or saliva of an infected person. Symptoms typically appear 1-
to-3 weeks after infection and include: rash; high fever; cough; and red, watery eyes. 
 
“If you believe you have symptoms of measles, please contact your primary care provider immediately 
to notify them that you may have been exposed,” said Health Department Director Dr. Karen Hacker. 
“Do not go directly to the office, urgent care center or emergency room, as this may expose other 
persons. Pregnant women should contact their doctor about their immune status. Health care providers 
who suspect measles should call the Health Department at 412-687-ACHD (2243) for consultation and 
to arrange testing. Most importantly, get your measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine as soon as 
possible if you haven’t already done so. Vaccines not only protect you and your loved ones, they 
protect those whose immune systems are compromised, which includes infants and the elderly.” 
 
While most people are not at risk because they have been immunized or have had measles, those 
most at risk, according to Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC), are: 

• Infants less than one year of age who are too young to have received the MMR vaccine; 

• Individuals who refused vaccination; and 

• Individuals from parts of the world where there is low vaccination coverage or circulating 
measles. 

 
The MMR vaccine is given to toddlers when they are 12-to-15 months of age, and a second MMR 
vaccine is recommended at age 4 to 6 years of age and required for all Pennsylvania school children. 
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Adults born during or after 1957 who have not had two doses of vaccine or documented disease 
should be vaccinated with one dose of MMR vaccine. The MMR vaccine also can help prevent 
infection if it is given within three days of exposure. 
 
ACHD recommends that any person who is due for measles vaccination schedule an appointment to 
receive it from their medical provider. The vaccine is also available at the Health Department’s 
immunization clinic, located at 425 First Avenue, Fourth Floor, in downtown Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh PA 
15219 (entrance is on Cherry Way). There is no risk in getting an additional dose of the MMR vaccine 
for individuals who may have already received it. Clinic hours are: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and on Wednesday: 1 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
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